Rhabdomyolysis in association with Duchenne's muscular dystrophy.
To present a case of rhabdomyolysis which developed in a child with a known history of Duchenne's muscular dystrophy, following an anesthetic which included sevoflurane. An 11 yr old boy with a known history of Duchenne's muscular dystrophy underwent anesthesia for strabismus repair. The anesthetic consisted of sevoflurane and nitrous oxide without the use of a muscle relaxant. His postoperative course was complicated by a complaint of heel pain and the development of myoglobinuria. He was treated with dantrolene sodium and discharged home after two days, without further complication. Sevoflurane anesthesia has not been shown previously to be associated with the development of acute rhabdomyolysis in a child with a history of Duchenne's muscular dystrophy. As with halothane and isoflurane, the continued use of sevoflurane in the presence of Duchenne's muscular dystrophy should be questioned.